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Fallacies of planning weddings



Will you marry me?

THIS YEAR, 1 OUT OF EVERY 64 AMERICANS WILL GET MARRIED

There will be about:

·2.2 million weddings

·1.7 million first-time weddings

·42,300 weddings every weekend

·17 million bridesmaids and groomsmen

·287 million wedding guests

The average wedding age is 27 (29 for men)



Some numbers to starté
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Some numbers to starté

# of 27 year olds in the USA



What do the numbers tell us?

·Marriages in the United States have 
remained at approximately 2.2 million 
since 1980

·Weddings are recession proof

·It is a stable source of income

·Cost ratio is fairly low



Wonderful chartsébut so what?

·How much does a wedding cost?  

·Where is the most money to be made?

·Which region gets the most òbangó for 

their buck? 

·Why should you now pay attention?



Stingy states...
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Back to the numbersé
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Honey, letõs spend some money 

· Reception Band $3,288

· Reception DJ$892 

· Photographer $2,444

· Videographer $1,481 

· Wedding Planner $1,728 

· Wedding Gown $1,134 

· Florist/Decor $2,093

· Invitations $509 

· Wedding Cake $559

· Ceremony Musicians $451 

· Catering (cost per head) $63 

· Wedding Day 

Transportation $692 

· Favors $292 

· Rehearsal Dinner$1,163

· Engagement Ring$5,847

· Reception Venue $12,838



Letõs review for a second

·Market segment is growing rapidly

·Spending has gone up 

·More money is being spent in NE than 
any other region

·Most money is spent on the venue and 
the food

Soétell me your excuse for not having 
weddings again?



7th inning work stretché 

ƁWrite down for yourself 3 points why weddings 

are hard to deal with.
¶If you donõt do weddings yet: why your institution does not 

want to do weddings.

ƁNow, as a group, come up with 5 of the most 

òannoyingó topics when dealing with weddings.

ƁList those from 1 to 5, with 1 being the top 

nuisance.



7th inning work stretché 

·What have you come up with? 

·Are you discouraged? 

or

·Do you see this as a positive challenge?



Any objections? Speak now oré

Wellémaybe not

ƁEmotions/ drama

ƁTime involvement

ƁNo backing of the college

ƁPhysical space missing

ƁInitial investment

Ɓ(Alcohol/é) policies

Sureéwhy not

ƁWe have to increase 
revenue

ƁCookie cutter

ƁProfit margins

ƁExposure / marketing

ƁLocation, location, location

ƁInvolving local community



A few wedding fallaciesé



Fallacy #1: Butéwe are a non-profit

·UBIT - unrelated business income tax
¶Allows you to remain a non-profit, yet pay taxes on 

certain parts of your revenue. 

¶Weddings would fall under this, just like (some) 

residential groups would. 

·Have students (partially) integrated into 

your operation. 
¶Wedding host

¶Bar staff



Fallacy #2: We donõt have space

·You need a space that can hold up to 150-170 people 

·Elegance can be fixed and created

·Old building as a backdrop

·Décor and lighting can add drama into a usually bland 

location

·Parking (usually not an issue)

·Easy access for caterer/vendors/é

Start small and simpleéwalk before you run! 



How do you turn thisé



Into this?
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